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Civil Twilight Exhibition︱
Light Fiesta

Date: 2012/1/23 (Mon.) ~ 3/18 (Sun.)
Opening: 2012/2/3 (Fri.) , 19:00
Venue: Barry Room, 1F, Taipei Artist Village ( No.7, Beiping East Rd.,Taipei)
Participated artists: Ting，Chaong-Wen、Lee, Pei-Ling、2 Day Studio 
(Lin, You-Sheng、Zhang, Jian-Zhi-Wei )、Ching Yi Tseng、Sungyeon Park
Two-Day studio workshop: 2012/2/5(Sun.)、2/ 19(Sun.)，14:00-16:00

The word “Fiesta” is originated from Spanish. “Fiesta” is a common verbal word in people’s lives, and its definition can be put in use from personal parties to national celebrations. We try to define the exhibition by the name “Light Fiesta” to illuminate that it is not a dazzling, high-technology light celebration, but a re-seeing of everydayness of light. It can be a personally microcosmic party of light as well.

The curatorial idea of Light Fiesta Exhibition can be traced back to the traditional celebration in Taiwan during the period of New Year in Lunar Calendar --- Lantern Festival. Through this annual light celebration, the exhibition “Light Fiesta” will review the applications of light in everyday life, returning to the personal observation in the lives of artists. This observation can be nostalgic, low-technology, microcosmic and concentrating on poetics of daily lives.

The manipulation of light is closely related to the development of visual art. By considering the signal transmission in human color vision system, colors exist because of the light. That is to say, human beings are unable to perceive colors around them without light; it can be merely an illusion which is caused from the refraction of different lights of wavelength. The manipulation of color in painting is simply an imitation of light. From classical realism of painting to Rembrandt and Cezanne, and the following appearance of photography, light, which was a supporting role in painting, has gradually become a leading role of artists in their works. People not only imitate light but apply light and technology to each and every aspect in our lives extensively.

Celebrations regarding light can be found in human history all over the world. Take the example of the first “Fête des lumières” in Lyon, France in 1852. People in Lyon wanted to show their gratitude to the Virgin Mother for sheltering them from plagues and natural disasters at the time. Therefore, they have held related celebration since then. In early times, each and every family in Lyon would place little candles in a small glass-made container. With the change of time, the previous light festival has turned in to a festival of light which is full of a sense of high-technology; as for in Asia, the counterpart is lantern festival, which is also called Yuanxiao Festival or Shangyuan Festival, and it is also celebrated by people who live in Japan and Korea to show their worship and respect to light.

The artworks in Light Fiesta develop diverse applications from different light sources, such as cell phone, camera, neon tube, screen reflection, light projection and so on. The sublime religious significance of celebration has also transformed into the inner profundity of artist, tracing back and forth to watch the postures of bodies, leading audience to rediscover the seemingly usual but enchanting illumination associated with virtual scene and reality, conceptual and material light. 
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Ting，Chaong-Wen

Ting, Chaong-Wen was Born in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, 1979. Graduated from graduate institute of plastic art, TNNUA in 2007, He is now an installation artist and an interior designer. In 2010, Ting received an opportunity to be a resident artist in Cite Artist Village, Paris, France under the recommendation from the project “visual and performing artists exchange residence and communication program” from Council of Cultural Affairs, Taiwan. Ting is skilled in dealing with mixed media, such as space installations which mixed with image and sound. In recent years, he tries to concern the multiple perceptions and its mediation according to plasticity and extensibility of the contemporary experimental installations. In a sense, Ting is dedicated to developing a special microcosmic experience of personal and historical observation.

The reflected light and object

Mixed Media
Variable
2012

Try to imagine an internal reflected light which comes out from the depth of the past, returning to the modern times, and flashing back to our daily lives. Among the natural realism, spiritual ceremonies, historical archives and projective spectacle, the light moves on along the path of time. It constructs the loaders and carriers of light at the place where it passed by. The materials contained light develop its shape during the process of exercise, and become the relative subject to the question of feeling light escaping the consciousness and perception, forming a thought of un-narrative construction; that is to say, a history and existence of reflected light.
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Lee, Pei-Ling

Lee, Pei-Ling, Multimedia and Animation Arts Master of National Taiwan University of Arts. All works are with experimental sounds, sound capes, video installations, mobile electromagnetic waves, and wireless network…, etc. combined. Her main concern, in all of her works, is to try to focus on the problems of modern society and to add personal thought into them. Alienation City-Mobile phones (2010) was selected by The Fifth International Digital Art Festival of Enghien-les-Bains. Mobi Waver (2009) was selected by International Festival of Electronic Art 404.

Screen Light-Internet Community Project
monitor/Rotating arm bracket/PC/video splitter 


I consider the light festival which presents properties in digital era when the light becomes celebrations of the lantern festival. It seems very common that people depend on mobile devices and computer screens. So, I’m interested in the sight light reflects from people’ faces. This work imitates mobile devices such as computer screen, iPhone and iPad which put sight light reflected from people’ faces into a part of work. It uploads the portrait from screen to Internet community by researching on the Internet community, booking on face book and taking pictures by the public. Then we participate in the “light” festival in modern material together.
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Ching Yi Tseng

Ching Yi Tseng aka baodao. Born in 20th Century, Taiwan.Received her MFA in Filmmaking from San Francisco Art Institute. Lives and works in Taipei, Taiwan. 

Tseng 's work mainly uses movies as the medium for art, reflecting the discovery of the evolving forms of objects, such as film roles, projector, plays for few grids per second, etc. And using the coated surface as canvas, for lights to penetrate, be exposed and developed, resulting in colours and images. Different from filmmaking, movies deal with continuous images and time, moving lighting motions, and unrelated sounds synchronising. Considering these aspects, my artworks often depict and recreate daily objects, the relationship between achitectural space and people, and the discovery of landscape and history.

< I Put a Spell on You > 16mm film projector, 16mm film, 16mm film looper.

Taiwan is located in the tropical and subtropical region, but has mountainous terrain and a high altitude, thus it is common that people hide in shade on the mountains away from the summer heat. During summer, the hot wet climate of the Taipei basin results in a popular "hiding in Yangmingshan" situation, so I would like to make a short film about this special cultural condition. My plan is fairly simple but also quite challenging. I will be using colour films to record summer activities and the changing view of autumn mountains, combining the space and images into an emotional visual experience with the primitive power of nature's changing in colours and landscape. The purpose is for us to respond to these spacial films and thus also reconsider, requisition and rediscover its possibility. 

< I Put a Spell on You > was shot in summer 2011 during ching yi tseng’s grass mountain residency. However this film is not yet be done. 
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Sungyeon Park (Korea)

Born in Seoul, South Korea. Sungyeon Park graduated from Chelsea College of Art & Design, University of the Arts, London, UK with a MA in Fine Art in 2007. Sungyeon Park's artistic practice is multi-disciplinary, cross-medium, and conceptually driven. Park's subjects come from small voices within ordinary lives and are concerned with social issues related to visual language and individual experience. Current Park’s video works which illuminate a person’s actions without the entire body, serve to focus the audiences’ attention on small voices and small gestures. It is also accompanied with multi-sensory installations including crochet sculptures and sound installations. 

<Her Grey Hair>，2’20’’, 2007, with sound

Her Grey Hair is a series of projects about the unchanging reality of female labor. A woman’s graying hair corresponds to her life. Looking at my mother’s back, her hair resembles a stiff and dry calligraphy brush, causing her to look even more tired. Nothing shows tiredness better than a person’s back. In this installation, I have juxtaposed a self produced calligraphy brush, a video projection of gentle hand stokes and subtle humming. The hand strokes are soft and consolidating, as if one is brushing through the woods or nursing a baby to sleep.

<Washing Dishes>, 2’10’’, 2008 , with sound

This piece is created by putting together one thousand line drawings into an animation. The motion is hand drawn frame-by-frame. The materiality of a person’s body disappears while leaving behind the actions in order to express the body in both tangible and intangible ways. The animations depict trivial activities from an ordinary day such as hair brushing and doing the dishes. 

<Splinter>, 2’10’’, 2011, with sound 

My project, The Sociology of Everyday Discourse, has for several years explored the relationships between people and their daily life including occupation, environmental sounds, humming, gestures and favourite places. Splinter describes a poem by Jeff Dolven, who is a poet and professor in Princeton University in U.S.A. I have interviewed him and captured his hands movement during dialogue. 

<One Summer Evening>, 2’27’’, 2011, with sound 
I have been doing a research about the local residents and their life. It is an exploration of observations of the daily activities of people through video, sound and a site-specific installation. At the Show, <Light Fiesta>, I show videos how daily issues ranging from setting a table, cleaning and engaged daily experiences reflect how people live their everyday lives. 
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2 Day Studio (Lin, You-Sheng、Zhang, Jian-Zhi-Wei )

2 Days Studio is made up of 2 members. Lin, You-Sheng is graduated from Department of Art Education in National Taichung University of Education. And the other member, Zhang, Jian-Zhi-Wei, who has completed his M.F.A in Graduate Institute of Toy and Game Design, National Taipei University of Education.2 Days Studio focus on the relationship between art and social culture. They believe that all the things around life may involve infinite art connotation, and it makes art more close to our lives. Work and life won’t be boring, unpleasant or meaningless by perceiving this. The subjects of creation from 2 Day Studio are all related to their daily lives. They also chose the subject and media that the public can accept easily, trying to inspire the discussion, recognition and attention in public.  

<Light Painting : Art class outside the classroom>

The workshop <Light Painting: art class outside the classroom> is originated from the art education in elementary school. By starting from the preliminary artistic activities, 2 Days Studio believe that the simplest, purist artistic acts may bring out the most creative and valuable artistic presentation. 

Through the lens of camera, ”Light and Shadow” can be colors and a painting brush

Photography has become the most accessible media everyone can use. From the high-level single-lens camera, digital camera to the stored camera in cell-phone, people can choose any one of them to take pictures they want. With the digitization of camera, people don’t think taking pictures is a hard thing to do anymore. More and more people can take excellent pictures with the cameras they have. 

Therefore, it is hard for us to be merely satisfied with the clearness of focus, accuracy of exposure, integrity of composition and high-level equipment. “Creation” is the key point for photography now. The principle of photography comes from “light and shadow”, so we believe that an amazing artwork may be resulted from dealing with “light and shadow” successfully.
The goal of workshop <Light Painting: art class outside the classroom> is to encourage people to learn and try new ideas by using all the little techniques in daily lives. By doing so, we believe that everyone can be a Light Painting Master in their lives.

The number of participant: each section for 10-15 people (the instruction board or film will be placed on the spot, participants can do it by themselves on the work table)
Materials: all kinds of papers or boards for artistic creation, celluloid board, color paper and so on; tapes, pen knives and scissors
Registration on the spot. Free.

Participants should carry their own camera (no limit).
The materials and tools will be ready on the spot. 
Participants will be guided to make lens hood and filters (and so on) first, taking pictures with those camera accessories they’ve made. The unique pictures will comes out by each shooting! Participants can also share their works with everyone by uploading to the net hosting space of the workshop.
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